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- A book like Lhis should serve to perpetu-

ate in scores and hundreds of Canadian
bouselolds the prondest memories of the
valor of their countrymen.

The abundantly illustrated volume en-
joys the sanetion of Geu, Sir Arthur W.
Currie, K. €, B, the commander of the
Canadian C. in Franee, who contrib-
utes » ecomupendatory introduction in
which he says that the men under him
conld give lessons of stoicism to Roman

- soldiers,

“Canadiuns,” he says, “derive their
marentuge chielly from the Secotch, the
Lrigh, the DLoglish and the French; and
while they have inherited truits from
cvery one of these races, yet they are quite
wistinel from (liom all. All Canadisns are
pivneers themselves or the immediate de-
~eendants of pioneers” Henee the intelli-
geut inilistive which charaneterized the
oporations of the Cunadiap divisions, the
general “wideawukeness” of the men and
their steadlastness under the most trying
conditions of novel methiods of warfare

While the Canadians, aceording to Gen.
Currie, were most of all engrossed in their
Jjob, they were by no means callous, “There
was more lenderness in their hearts than
words ean tell; and if Vietoria Crosses
were given in this war for the saving of
bumsn life at the risk of one’s own Cuna-
dian soldiers could boast ten times the

fifty-four they now so proudly wear.”
~ The permanent military force of the
Dominion of Canada at the beginning of
the war wus only about 3,000 men. Four
divisions and s eavalry eorps were subse-
quently enlisted and sent oversess nnm-
bering 418,052 men, of whom 35,684 were
killed in action and 12,437 died of wounds.
The total number of wounded in the Cana-
dinn  Expeditionary Fores was 155,830,
Ouly 3,049 were eaptured by the Germans
and only 398 reported ns missing. On the
olher hand, the Caradians captured 45,000
prisofiers, 860 artillery guns and 4,200
machine guns.

The greatest forward movement made
in one day during the war was the gdvanee
of the Canadian troops on the firrst day
of the second battle of Amiens, in August,
1018, when they moved ahead 14,000
yards. Other notablec engsgements in
which they distinguished themselves, such
as would have heen emblazoped on their
regimental flags in Tormer times, were the
second hattle of Ypres and the fighting at
Festubert and Givenchy in 1915; St. Elos,
Sanetuary Wood, Hooge and (he battle of
the Somme. in 1916: Vimy Hidge, Arleax,
Fresuoy and Passchiendale, in 1917, and
the Battle of Arras, in September, 1018,
where they assisted in breaking a part of
the Hindenburg line.

The Distingnished Serviee Order was
awarded to 513 members of the Canadian
Expeditionary Foree, the Military Cross
to 1882, and the Military Medal to 6,697,
while 3,333 Canadians were mentioned in
despatehes,

ol Nasmith has constructed lis hook
on the plan of giving the reader a general
hstory of the war in itz larger features,
reserving for more detailed trealment
those events and operations in whigh the
Canadian  military  forees  puarticipated
maost prominently.  The author himselfl
was in the thick of the fghiing ot the
Battle of Ypres in April, 1015, when Sie
Johin Freneh said of the Canadians who
saved 1he doy that *The bearing and eon-
duct of (hese splendid troops averted a
dissier whieh miglt Love boen atfended
with the most serions consequences.”

In this serics of cneagements 20,000
Canadians, with only cizht months™ (rain-
ing, eneountering chlorine gas for the first
time, and practically nnsapported by re

serves, “Peld their own for davs against
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the most highly trained troops of En-
rope.” A French divizion on the frost, eon-
sisting largely of Mororecan troops, had
been overwhelmed by, the fumes

performed this task excited the adrmi-

of military men throughout the
England proudly acknowledged
that the Colonials had “made good” and
were qualified to rank with “the fust class
fightin’ men” of the British and French

From that time until the day of the
armistice the Canadian soldiery displayed
the same echuracteristics—siendiness, en-
durance, resoureefulness, boldness and un-

great baptism of fire. _

Canada is proud slso of her officers as
well aa ber men, and wost of all that she
produeed in Bir Arthur Currie a Canadisn
worthy to command them. “Currie bua
been one of the finds of the war" savs
Col. Nusmith. He was born in the Prov-
inee of Outario in 1875, went to British
Columbia when a yonng man and tanght
school at Vietoria for several vears, and
then became a life insurance and real es-
tate broker.

In 1897 be enlisted in the Eighth Cana-
dian Garrison Artillery, of which militia
regiment he bad betome the commanding
officer in 1908, He then resigned from
the artillery to raise a Highland infantcy
regiment.

It wus only natursl that a wilitin officar
of such zeal and experienes should be se-
leeted to ecommand s brigade when the
Cagndian Expeditionary Foree was or-
gunized. In September, 1915, he becap
a division commander, and in 1917 com-
mander of the entire Canadian Corps in
Europe. It was undoubtedly a remark-
able fact that “a real estate dealer from
the Provinee of British Columbia by ¥is
gheer ability was able (o eluborate a fight-
ing foree of incomparable effectiveness.”
Sir Arthar Currie’s suceess, like that of Sir
Jolin Monasli, the business man who rose
to be eommander of the Aunstralian Corps,
has shown “that a ‘siaff college course,
though desirnble, was not absolutely cssen-
tizl, and that ability, aptitude for the
work, resourcelulness, opportunity and
actual expericnee in the field were capan-
ble of producing great soldiers.”

This book is a weleome Canadian eon-
tribulion to the literatore of the war.

{ CANADA'S SEONS AND GREAT BRIT-
AIN IN THE WORLD WAR. By Col.
Grosge G. Nassmire. Toronto snd Phil-
adelphin: The John (L Winston (om-
pauy.

Real Fairies Return

IN Tales From the Secrei Kingdom,

confided to little boys and girls who
cither read or listen io fsar}nating
gossip about dragons and prionees and
magic sandals and whispering trees and
lucky penuies and wonderful journeys,
are months of happy evening readings
by the fireside und on the garden poreh
at sunset in late summer afternoons just
before early bedtime.

Simple, directly narrated in the manner
of the old folk tales, these romances of
enchantmenis and all things nice and
thrilly and surprising to be done—as only
real fairies can do them—ave trulv true
tales, even as grundmother heard them
and wept and langhed over them wien
she was a little girl.

But the stories are new, there are hith-
erlo unfamiliar sprites and elves, quite
# nnmber of desperately wicked and eross
olil witches and & surprising and feariul
nggregaiion of dragons, ogres amnd mon-
stirs,

The silbouetie lusfrations with every
story are reminseent in theirr delieacy of
Frevel clialdren’s bovks. Katharine Baf-
fum is the artisf,

Tales From the Seoret Kingdom weave
a pleasant enchaniment.

TALES FROM THE SECRET KINGDOM.
By Erar. M. Gare. Hlostrated by Katu
vase Borres. New Haveos: Yale Uni
Vi r‘.-il)‘ Vress,

Cll;\ﬂl.li!‘i SCRIBNER'S SONS in-

foriu us, under hesvy scal, that

“Jacinto Benavenle, the subtlest as well
as the most ver=atile of dramatists, is at
the same tine one of the sapest of men.
He does all his writing after 2 o'clock in
the morning, finishing before dawn.” We
are all for Benavente—but we're hanged
il we see the eopnection between these two

.. statements about him! -
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~ Canadian War Achievements * A Critic of Our War Effort

HE keenest (though not an unkind-
Iy) eritieal study that bas as yet
been made of our war effort by a foreign
wilitary authority is Americaly Race to
Vietory by Lieut.-Col. E. Requin of the
French army. Col. Requin eame to the
United States with Joffre in May, 1917,
lie being then a member of the French
General Stafl. As one of the Freneh mili-
tary representatives in this eountry he
had wnusnal opportunites to see und study
all that we did in preparing for the war
and earrying through our part in it. And
although he admits he knew practieally
nothing of our politieal system when he
nrrived here, be siudied it to sufficient ad-
vantage to grasp its weaknesses as mani-
fested under the test of war. In common
with our own Gen. Upton tlis French
officer segs that it is our political system
which inevitably bampers our military
powers—that and our eonfirmed pacitism
48 a nahon.

In Lis study of our purely military
cffort the importani features are not its
historieal nspeet, but rather iis eritieal
viewpoint, also some rays of light it
throws in dark corners of our relations
with our allies and of our own mililary
closet. In the beginning Col. Requin
found it “nothing less than astounding to
see in whal a state of military wnprepar-
edness the United Stutes had underiaken
to enter the war,” He cites, for exampls,
the theoretical form of our army division
at the time of our entry, “s unit praeti-
eally impossible to use in modern war-
fare™

He savs, “The United States had as-
signed a number of excellent officers as
observers with the French and British
armies,” but “unfertunately, the informa-
tion which these officers furnishied regard-
ing both the material organization and
the methods of combat of the Allied
armies remained practically unutilized.
Both the Intelligence Department and the
orgunization of the General Siasff were so
defective that the information furnished
by these officers was neither appreciated
ot its just value nor put in order and
nsed” In justiee to the General Staff
it should be remembered that the National
Defense Act limited that body to a per-
sonnel of fifty-five officers. not more than
balf of whom could be on duty in Wash-
ington. In the light of the number of
Officers detailed to the foreign general
staffs, ours was absurdly small,

Col. Requin points out our lack of
schools to train officers, “and by an in-
explieable anomaly the essential schools
which had formerly been in operation
(General Staff Schools, School of Fire
for Field Artillery) were closed.” He
says that “as a matter of faet the Amer-
icar General Staff included some exeel-
lent officers, but considered as a General
Staff it did not exist.” Agnin he shows
that “by an anomaly which can be ex-
plained only by the essentially pacifie
peliey of the United Stutes there existed
no directors responsible for the organ-
ization and instruetion of the essentially
fivhting branches of the service: the in-
fantry, the tield artillery, the cavalry.”
In so far as the field artillery is con-
cerned, that is a defect sinee corrected,
for we have had a Chief of Field Artil-
lery since May, 1918,

He continues, in discussing {he diffienl-
ties of getting the proper cooperation be-
tween the “Front” in France aud the
“Rear” in the United States:

“In this connection it mayv be pointed
out that the relative inaetion of the Gen-
eral Staff at Washington and the lack
of military chiefs duly invested with in-
dispulable authorily resulted in mueh {oo
long deluvs. This disadvaniage was ag-
gravaied by a lack of elose relations le-
tween the rear and the front, the Staff
officers in America being manifestly too
litile informed as to what their Expedi-
tionary Foree was doing in Frunce.” Of
another phase of this General Staff weak-
ness be save: “Certain reforms encoun-
tered the opposition of an obstinale mi-
vority of oficers whom their temperament,
their military fraining, or their age de-
harred from pew idess. Perhaps they
were all (he more antagonistic to these
innovations beeause the latter appeared
to Lhem to be demanded fur less by the
experience of a war unknown to them
than by the very men who had made that
war, that is to sav, by foreigners.

One of the most signitieant statcments
in Col. Requin's work relates to our avia-
tion programme. He wriles: “The high
liopes entertained by the American people
of an abundant and rapid production of
airplanes and equipment were doomed to
disnppointment. The Allies, and France
in parficular, had need of raw materials
and the deinehed parts which Amenesn
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manufacturers were furnishing Lhem
Hence the Allizy did not gncourage \he
United Stafes to adopt the models which
had already proved lheir worth at the
{romt.”

This statewent hss pever appeared in
print belore, so far as [ koow, and doubt-
less answer¥ the frequently heard guestion
why we did not adopt suecessful foreign
models in the beginning of our attempt to
make army airplanes in “quantily.”

The eramping effect of our traditionally
small military force in peace times ap-
pears where Col. Requin is showing how
the plan for eooperation in instruction by
foreign officers was begun. He savs that
it was the Freneh General Stafl thai was
uble “lo save America from many grop-
ings and errors, from heavy losses in men
and monsy. . , That is why, in place
of the timid collaboration of thirteen
Froneh officers proposed by the War Col-
lege to Marshal Joffre in May, 1917, Gen,
Pembing recommended (hat 165 should be
enlled, Logether with the same number of
British offieers, supplemented, respee-
tively, by the same number of noncom-
missioned offieers.”

This ineident also reveals Pershing's ea-
pacity for secing things in s big way, ns
lie did from the moment be arrived in
Frauce. But this plan had its disadvan-
tages, us Col. Requin points out, for “the
foreign advisers, assigned (o teach cerlain
specialtics, were not qualified to teach
anything elsa.”

Naturally, Col. Requin gives us eredit
for what we did, and bis praise is well
justified. But in reviewing bis book here
I bave c¢hosen to give his eriticism rather
than his commendations, sinee it is intelli-
gent erilicism we need most in our mili-
tary affairs.

It will be a great pity if the United
States, which has learned so much of
fortitude, of military knowledge, of a
supreme nafional offort and of enormous
sacrifice from the French since 1914, ean-
not secept from ler ibe finest lesson of
all, that from the manner in which the
French practise universal mililary service
to the end France has (he fipest and
most democratio army in the world, We
are hag-ridden, in & military sense, by the
bogy of “ithe Prussisn military sysiem,”
and yet we eannot see that a nation ean
bave a military system on the same gen-
ergl plsnu as Fraoce has which is an bonor
and a glory fo her name, o

Col. Requin's book has the smprimatur
of both Marshal Foch, who seems to bave
suggested some slight changes in the elap-
ter devoled to The American Army in
Baitle, and of our own Chief of Staff,
(Gen. March, who has wrilten an introduc-
tion to the {ext. W. B. MeC.

TO VICTORY. Br
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AMERICA 'S RACE
Lisvr.Corn, E.
Stokes Compauy.

Let '"Em Read the Pictures.

TIH'.' Frogrx o' Poole, by Joshua F.
Crowell, is a book to give your
nephews and nicecs, but not your own
gons and daughters if you read aloud to
them. It's a farge, pleazant looking book,
with a colored pitnre in the front and
drawings of the dramatis persons on
about every page. The dramatis persone,
being spiders, @nts, crubs and such folk,
provide admirable subjects for the artist,
and very likely vou will be asked after a
buey day in the office (o interpret in the
nursery the sdvenfures of Amanda Bee
and Mrz. Betholin Ball Bug and Barney
Barnaele.

But the warning agoinst reading alond
holds, for Mr. Crowell indulges o dread-
ful propeusity o rhyme whenever a
riyme eomes {o him, whether in his
prose oF in lLis verse, and it must have a
kighly questionable effect on the sub-
canscious mind of the child, the only part
eonsidered nowadays. And then puns—
#0 many puns. But 1 suppose children
have survived worse things. i P T2

THE FROGS 0" POOLO. By Josuis F.
The Four Seas (lom-
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